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Much as anyone brought up in the American or British
tradition is bound to dislike the idea of an election with only
one effective party represented, it will probably be a good
thing for India if that should prove to be the case for a good
few years ahead. The interregnum ought to give a buffer
period in which the electorate will have some hope of learning
what it is supposed to do and how this strange business of
making marks on pieces of paper is connected with the
realities of finding enough to eat and drink.
If the Congress Party splits, as it could easily do at almost
any moment, a competition is likely to start between the
rival forces to see which can outbid the other. The national
esteem for Pandit Nehru will in any circumstances ensure a
high proportion of the votes going to the party or section
with which he is connected. Several other Ministers and
public officials would have the same power of attracting
votes for the policies they endorsed. But extravagant
promises will always win adherents in any country, and
most of all in lands where the ballot-box is a new-fangled
mystery.
We in the West have lost the faculty of believing in
fairies after we have reached a certain age. We have also
lost faith in miracles, especially the kind vouchsafed by
political chieftains. No inhibitions of that kind will apply
in India for several decades to come. The masses there
retain into manhood and womanhood a touching and child-
like faith. If someone undertook to see that everybody had
twice as much curry and rice as they have ever had in the
past without doing more than sitting in the sun and con-
templating the patterns executed in betel-pan expectorations,
millions would take the pledge at its face value.
Why shouldn't they ? They live in a world peopled with
spirits, good and evil, which have to be courted and propi-
tiated. Weird figures from the crowded ranks of Hindu
mythology and the Hindu pantheon are at least as real to
them as the beggars picking lice out of each other's hair in